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garland of Spanish ballads about Roldan, Rinaldos,
and all the rest .of the twelve peers of France, and
among them are recorded two peculiar to Spanish lore,
namefy, Montesinos and Durandarte.

Montesinos and Oliveros had had, it appears, a
desperate single combat about a lady called Aliarda,
and had both been picked up nearly dead near
St. Denys. On their recovery Charlemagne settled
their disputes in the following summary manner, which,
though peculiar, seems to have been efficacious. He

Married each to a sweet damsel

Of his palace the most fair,
On them laid the heaviest penance

If one word they e'er should dare
But to speak to Aliarda,

In secret or before the court;
And if they should disobey him,

Then each life should be cut short.
Thus should they remain in friendship

And the empire at rest.
Soon was Aliarda wedded

With of cavaliers the best.
Everyone remained contented

And in his condition blest!

Nevertheless, this delightful state of things was
broken by the march to Roncesvalles, and the assailants,
instead of, as in the Carpio ballads, being patriotic
Spaniards, were Moors, to whom Carlos's traitorous
kinsman had betrayed them. Montesinos did wonders,
till, having slain various terrible Moors, he found him-
self with only the stump of his lance in his hand, and
set forth to seek among the slain for his cousin Duran-
darte, whom he tracked by his blood and found at